Emergency departments (EDs) are the typical initial contact for seriously ill and injured patients. Although diverse and sometimes subtle in presentation, acute neurological diseases have an urgency that makes their rapid diagnosis and treatment crucial for improving outcomes. These patients may need to go to the intensive care unit, the interventional radiology suite, or the operating room and may require various consulting services but all of their care begins with the emergency physician (EP). It is therefore vital that EPs have expertise in recognizing these disorders and rapidly initiating appropriate treatments.
Investigators and clinicians from around the world submitted manuscripts for consideration in this special issue focusing on neurological emergencies. We are pleased to present this special issue in order to stimulate international dialogue and advance efforts for improving the diagnosis, close monitoring, and initial treatment of these potentially devastating disorders.
This special issue includes a significant article by Dr. A. Edlow from Harvard Medical School, USA present an outstanding article "Avoiding misdiagnosis in patients with neurologic emergencies" this valuable paper is intended to assist EPs and other healthcare providers in understanding how diagnostic errors occur in order to make an accurate diagnosis and improve patient care for the common presenting complaints of headache, dizziness, back pain, weakness, and seizure.
